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Foreword 


In English-speaking congregations that use the tra- 
ditional liturgy there are unmistakable signs of a growing 
demand for supplementary prayers and readings, which 
would translate the religious aspirations of our ancestors 
into terms of present-day experience. This condition is 
not without precedent in Jewish life. The large output of 
piyutim, or sacred verses, during the Middle Ages came 
in answer to a similar need. To be true to the living 
spirit of the Jewish religion, we should not content our- 
selves with past formulations of its ideals, but always 
seek to reformulate those ideals in terms of current situa- 
tions and thought patterns. Every age should have its own 
piyut; and none should be more creative in that respect 
than ours. The infinite ramifications of modern life and 
knowledge reveal new and unsuspected implications in 
the religious insights of our prophets and teachers. 

The arrangements of Scripture verses according to spe- 
cific themes, which form the second part of this booklet, 
are equally precedented in such selections in the daily 
prayers as those which begin with “O give thanks unto 
the Lord etc.” or “Let the glory of the Lord etc.”, and 
in similar selections found in devotional and selihot 
prayers. Though some of the readings in this booklet are 
of special relevance to the High Holidays, most of them 
are equally appropriate on Sabbaths and festivals. 

Both the intrinsic nature of Jewish services and the 
atmosphere most congenial to them logically require that 
all prayers and readings in the synagogue be rendered in 
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Hebrew. It is only as an interim concession to an imme- 
diate need that those contained in this booklet are given 
in English. It is hoped that before long the Jewish spirit 
of our synagogues will be sufficiently rehabilitated to make 
it feasible for these prayers and readings to be published 
and recited in Hebrew. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the Jewish Publica- 
tion Society of America for permission to use in the 
arrangements of the scriptural verses the version given 
in its translation of the Bible, to the Oxford Press for 
permission to use in the selections from Ben Sira the 
translation given in Charles’ edition of the Apocrypha 
and Pseudepigrapha, and to the Society for the Advance- 
ment of Judaism for permission to use the scriptural ar- 
rangements contained in Part II. 

M. M. K. 
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PART ONE 


How to Number Our Days 


For Rosh ha-Shanah 


Our God and God of our fathers, we thank Thee for having 

kept us in life, and having sustained us to this day. 

* OQ Thou, who art all good, may Thy lovingkindness con- 
tinue to protect and strengthen us, and may Thy grace 
sanctify and beautify our lives. 


Standing on the threshold of a new year, we become fear- 

fully aware of the speeding of time and the ebbing of the 

years. 

* We are perplexed by doubts concerning the worth of 
what was, and harassed by anxieties concerning what 
will be. 


Yet we know that not for such dismal thoughts hast Thou 

given us this sacred day; 

* For Thou wouldst have us conquer fear, and worship 
Thee in gladness and serenity. 


So teach us to number our days that we may get us a heart 

of wisdom. 

* Grant that we may use with diligence and foresight our 
appointed span of time. 


We pray for the wisdom that will not let us live for the 

passing hour and the transient joy, or succumb to despair 

when clouds darken our skies. 

* May whatever the days bring to us, bring forth the best 
that is in us. 
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May we learn to behold Thee in all the wonder, beauty, 

and order of Thy creation, 

* And gratefully to discern the marvels Thou workest for 
us daily. 


Deliver us from the desolating sense of loneliness to which 

we condemn ourselves by our self-centered aims. 

* Open our eyes to the beneficent and redeeming hosts 
with which Thou hast surrounded us, and of which Thou 
art Lord. 


May we realize that ours are the untold years of striving 

embodied in the garnered treasures of the spirit, that have 

come down to us from the ages; 

* And that in us there also live endless generations to 
whom Thou wouldst have us pass on those treasures 
enhanced by worthy deeds of our own achieving. 


May we come to understand that not upon outward for- 

tune does our salvation depend, but upon the spirit in 

which we live with one another. 

* Grant us the intelligence and good-will unitedly to bend 
circumstance to our hearts’ most sacred yearnings. 


Grant us the wisdom that will not let the lure of ternpta- 
tion hide its aftermath of broken lives; 


* Nor let the steep path of duty obscure the high attain- 
ment to which it leads. 


Grant us the wisdom that will guard us from the intoxica- 
tion of the senses, 


“ And the strength of will that will keep us from being 
drawn into the vortex of raging passions. 
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Grant us the wisdom that will dispel from our hearts the 

restless urge to outrun our fellowmen in the race for pelf 

and power, 

* And that will move us to outdo ourselves by waking 
into action the virtues that lie dormant in our souls. 


Grant us the courage to trust ourselves to Thee and Thy 

saving power. 

* Inspire us with the faith that will help us overcome all 
sin and sadness. 


May the regeneration of character and conscience 

strengthen our hope in the establishment of Thy king- 

dom on earth. 

* May the assurance of better things to come enable us 
so to live as to hasten their coming. Amen. 
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Prapers During the Shofar Service 


Let us give heed to the sound of the Shofar, and be 
mindful of its message of salvation. It heralds the do- 
minion of God, and summons us to render Him our whole- 
hearted allegiance. It commands us to renounce the false 
gods of superstition, pride, selfishness and power, and to 
consecrate our efforts to the establishment of God’s king- 
dom of universal justice, brotherhood and peace. 


All ye inhabitants of the world, and ye dwellers 
of the earth, 

When an ensign is lifted up on the mountains, see 
ye; 

And when the ram’s horn is blown, hear ye. 


TEKIAH SHEVARIM-TERUAH TEKIAH 


Let us give heed to the sound of the Shofar, and be 
mindful of its message of warning. It recalls to us that 
we are our brothers’ keepers. It awakens us to a sense of 
responsibility for the ills that we bring upon one another. 
If we want our children to be saved from a harrowing 
future, and mankind from perdition, we must by word and 


deed combat oppression, poverty, ignorance, crime and 
war. 


Shall the ram’s horn be blown in the city and the 
people not tremble? 


TEKIAH SHEVARIM TEKIAH 


Let us give heed to the sound of the Shofar, and be 
mindful of its message of hope. It brings comfort to the 
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scattered and stricken Household of Israel. It reaffirms 
Israel’s ancient convenant with God, and repeats God’s 
messianic promise of revival and redemption. Both the 
meaning which Israel’s career has given to human history, 
and Israel’s destined restoration to dignity and security, 
are an earnest of a new heaven and a new earth for all 
mankind. 


And it shall come to pass in that day that a great 
ram’s horn shall be blown, 
And they shall come that were lost in the land of 


Assyria, 
And they that were dispersed in the land of 
Egypt: 
And they shall worship on the holy mountain at 
Jerusalem 
TEKIAH TERUAH TEKIAH 
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“The Davs of Awe’ 


To be read before the Rosh ha-Shanah and the 
Yom Kippur Musaf Tefillah 


To our ancestors the days at the beginning of each new 
year were “ days of awe”. 

They pictured God as holding then His heavenly assize, 
and decreeing the fate of men and nations. — 

To us too those days betoken divine judgment, 

For what they mean to us decides our fate, whether we 
shall better the world, or it shali make us worse. 


We cannot enter upon a new year without a slight sinking 
of the heart. 

The uncertainty of what the future holds in store for us 
is enough to move us to prayer. 

The piyut of the martyred Rabbi Amnon, recounting the 
perils that lurk everywhere, sends us trembling for 
protection under the wings of the Almighty. 

But our ancient Sages taught us also to pray in another 
mood; 

The tefillah they would have us send to Heaven breathes a 
different yearning. 

It comes to us with this behest: 


In well-doing rather than in well-being seek your salva- 
tion. 


Leave for a while the narrow sphere of your concerns, and 
with Israel’s ancient seers ascend the mount of vision. 
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Thence behold the millions of your fellow-beings madly 
struggling for air and light, and a place in the sun, 
and tearing each other’s flesh in the panicky scramble. 

You will forget your small cares in the woes of the de- 
feated and helpless multitudes. 


The pang of compassion will grip your heart, a pang that, 
for aught we know, is the stirring of God within you; 

And you will plead: “ Oh that men were united to do Thy 
will with a perfect heart!” 

Then descend into the valley where men die struggling; 

Thither take the vision, the pang and the prayer, and 
transmute their urge into deeds of love. 


Supplementary Prayers and Readings 


Malkupyot (Sovereignty) Werses 


A prayer based on the biblical verses in the first section of the 
Rosh ha-Shanah Musat 


Our forebears long ago proclaimed Thy purpose to estab- 
lish Thy sovereignty in the world; 
* May their prophecy be speedily fulfilled. 


Let not the iniquitous impulses and evil passions of the 

human heart nor its perversities obscure Thy love for us; 

* Nor make us doubt the ultimate establishment of Thy 
kingdom. 


Thy guidance is ever manifest in the life of the upright 
and the just, and in the leadership of the noble in spirit; 
* ‘Together they strive to bring mankind to serve Thee. 


Unto Thee alone doth dominion belong; 
* Thou alone art the source of beneficent authority among 
men, 


Thou clothest with majesty the events that fill our daily 
lives; 
* But for Thee, they would appear trivial and meaningless. 


Amidst the uncertainties of life and its hazards, Thou 

alone affordest us strength and stability, 

* And the sense for the abiding in the transient human 
scene. 
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Thou art the mighty warrior ever combating the forces of 

evil and suffering, 

* Of darkness and hate, of malice and cruelty, of destruc- 
tion and death. 


May the certainty of Thy ultimate triumph and the vision 

of the better world-to-be imbue us with courage and deci- 

sion to resist the besetting forces of sin and selfishness, of 

hypocrisy and corruption, of man’s brutality to man. 

* We invoke Thine aid, O Lord, King of Israel, our Re- 
deemer, Lord of Hosts, beside whom there is no God. 


May the day not be far distant when Mount Zion shall be 
for all mankind the seat of justice, 
* Whence shall go forth the voice of authority; 


The voice of the Commonwealth of Man, that will outlaw 

war and command peace; 

* That will put an end to the rule of might, and will usher 
in the sovereignty of right. 


Bring near the day when all nations, united in spirit and 

in fellowship, shall acknowledge Thee King over all the 

earth; 

* And proclaim: Shema Yisrael, Adonai Elohenu, Adonat 
Ehad. “ Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is 
One”’. 
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Zikronot (Remembrance) Werses 


A prayer based on the ten biblical verses in the second section 
of the Rosh ha-Shanah Musat 


In an age of universal turmoil and threat of calamity, may 

we remember Thy saving love, 

* That love whereof our fathers spoke, when they told 
how Thou didst rescue Noah and all that were with him 
in the ark; how Thou didst cause the wind to pass over 
the earth and still the waters. 


May we recall the love which they discerned in Thy deliv- 

erance of Israel from Egyptian bondage; 

* And which they sensed in the eternal covenant that 
bound them to Thee. 


Even when our enemies afflict and torment us, let neither 

doubt nor despair break our spirit; 

* May the remembrance of the devotion which our fore- 
bears showed in their hours of trial hearten us in our 
struggles. 


We thank Thee that Thou hast endowed us with the gift 

of remembrance, and with the desire to transmit the story 

of Thy wondrous works from generation to generation; 

* For, such is the short span of each human life that we 
might otherwise fail to note the manifestation of Thy 
grace and love. 
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We thank Thee for Thy covenant with all living creatures 

manifest in that urge to self-continuance which enables 

them to find their food in due season; 

* We behold Thy love in the power of resource whereby 
man secures the means of his sustenance. 


We thank Thee that we are still allied with Thee, despite 

our repeated lapses into wrongdoing; 

* And that, in the abundance of Thy love, Thou dost over- 
look our failure to live up to what we know to be the 
right. 


Send us leaders, we pray Thee, who will awaken once again 

in us the implicit faith and self-surrender which were 

Israel’s in the days of her youth; 

* Men who will imbue us with endurance to make our way 
in the pathless waste of futile endeavor and sterile 
striving; 


Men who will keep alive in us the sense of destiny and 

commitment to Thy law, 

* That law which Thou didst reveal to our people in days 
of yore; 


Men who will communicate to us the awareness of Thy 

fatherhood and direct our hearts to Thee in childlike 

trust. 

* May Thy yearning after us awaken in us a yearning after 
Thee. Amen. 
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Shoferot (Trumpet) Werses 


A prayer based on the ten biblical verses of the third section 
of the Rosh ha-Shanah Musat 


Our forefathers so vividly sensed Thy spirit, O God, in 

the Torah by which they sought to guide their lives, that 

they envisaged Thee descending from heaven and pro- 

claiming Thy law amidst thunder and lightning and the 

sound of the Shofar. 

* May the sound of the Shofar serve as a symbol of Thy 
presence in all strivings after justice and righteousness. 


We thank Thee for having sent us a Moses whose passion- 

ate love of the right made him a fit spokesman of Thy will; 

* May the sound of the Shofar serve as a symbol of Thy 
call to those who are fit to lead Thy children in righte- 
ousness. 


We thank Thee for those manifestations of Thy Godhood 

which shake us out of our complacency, and overawe us 

with the realization of Thy power and purpose; 

* May the sound of the Shofar serve as a symbol of the 
chastening experiences which reveal Thy will to us. 


May all men learn to behold Thee in the rejoicing which 

will crown their endeavors to live in accordance with Thy 

will; 

* May the sound of the Shofar serve as a symbol of the 
shout of gladness which will greet the dawn of a better 
day for mankind. 
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Gladden our hearts with tidings of the speedy advent of 

righteousness among men, and equity among peoples; 

* May the sound of the Shofar serve as a symbol of the 
universal exultation in Thy coming, O Lord, to judge 
the earth. 


Grant that the New Year be to us a time of rejoicing in 

Thee, forecasting the day when all who live shall find in 

Thee the consummation of their joy; 

* May the Shofar sound for all Israel the gladsome note 
of this New Year’s Day. 


May mankind’s delight in Thee exceed all bounds of the 

spoken word, and pour forth into measures of song and 

music extolling Thy glory, power and grace; 

* May the sound of the Shofar bring tidings of that har- 
mony and joy which mankind will finally attain. 


May the inhabitants of the world and the nations of the 

earth liberate Thy people Israel from the yoke of oppres- 

sion; 

* May the sound of the Shofar symbolize to the nations 
Israel’s cry for justice. 


May the day be near whereon the homeless and the out- 

cast, the exiled and the persecuted of Thy people Israel 

shall find shelter on Thy holy mountain in Jerusalem. 

* May the sound of the Shofar announce to Israel the 
restoration of her ancestral home. 


May Thy presence, O God, manifest itself in the regenera- 
tion of Thy people, and in their resolve to be united once 
more as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation; 

* May the Shofar serve as a symbol of Thy call unto us to 
summon the forces of our spirit, and to place them under 
Thy command. Amen. 
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QA New Heart and a New Spirit 


A prayer for Yom Kippur Eve, to be recited before Ya-aleh 


O God, Thou hast revealed Thyself through the con- 

science of mankind which found voice in the prophetic 

words of our ancient seers. 

* Without such proof of Thy guidance, we would be like 
lost and forsaken wanderers in a trackless desert. 


On this Day of Atonement Thou dost lovingly pléad with 

us as of yore: “ Cast away from you all your transgres- 

sions, wherein ye have transgressed, and make you a new 

heart and a new spirit; for why will ye die, O house of 

Israel? ” 

* Grant us the wisdom to grasp the full import of this 
Thy message, and the ability to pattern our lives in ac- 
cordance with its behests. 


If we but knew Thee aright, we would know Thy will; 
* And knowing Thy will, we would not fail to recognize 
our transgressions. 


Men have erringly sought to discern Thee in the blind 

play of directionless forces, and Thy purpose in the whirl 

of chance events. 

* And have mistaken as Thy will, the false teachings and 
capricious laws of self-deluded guides. 


They would groan under the weight of sin, each time a 
flaw would mar the rites they performed to placate some 
god of their imagining, 
* But sensed no wrong in depriving men of their due, and 
in despoiling the weak and the defenceless. 
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No qualms troubled them, when grinding the faces of the 

poor, or when shedding human blood; 

* No scruples were mingled with their remorseless use of 
power, or with their pitiless torment of the innocent. 


We thank Thee, O God, that this test of sin no longer 

obtains, 

* And that, in its place, a worthier standard has been 
vouchsafed to us. 


For we know that against Thee we sin most grievously, 

when we darken the lives of Thy children; 

* And when, through our selfishness, we extinguish in 
them the light of faith and hope. 


We sin against Thee, when we profane the person of a 

fellow-being by using him as a tool for the fulfillment of 

our desires. 

* We sin against Thee, when we lust, domineer, and com- 
pel others to gratify our passions and ambitions. 


We sin against Thee, when we allow envy of a neighbor’s 

good fortune to breed in us hatred and spite, and when, 

in our pride, we humiliate those of fewer possessions and 

lesser achievements. 

* We sin against Thee, when we besmirch a good name 
and gloat over the downfall of those we deem our rivals. 


We sin against Thee, when, greedy after gain and thirsty 

after power, we pervert the truth, deal dishonestly and 

break the plighted word. 

* We sin against Thee, when we set up the lawlessness 
of the jungle as the law of human life. 
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We sin against Thee, when we declare all noble striving 

to be vanity, and despair of the good ever triumphing over 

evil. 

* We sin against Thee, when we do not consider the love, 
the beauty and the joy in the world, but fret and 
grumble in our impatience and ingratitude. 


We sin against Thee, when our people’s past is to us as 

though it had never been. 

* We sin against Thee when, in hardness of heart, we 
spurn the bonds that unite us to our dispersed and mar- 
tyred nation. 


We sin against Thee, when by our deeds we bring re- 

proach upon Israel’s name. 

* We sin against Thee, when we give our enemies cause 
to say that Thou hast forsaken us. 


All these sins do we commit against Thee in our homes 

and in our market places, in our shops and In our offices; 

* In all our dealings with one another as man with man, 
as group with group, and as nation with nation. 


Thou hast bidden us to cast off these sins, because Thou 

hast endowed us with the power to choose the good and 

reject the evil; 

* But we have lost that freedom through complacent 
yielding to the urges and compulsions of our lower self. 


We therefore pray Thee to help us root out our degrading 

habits, and break the shackles of pernicious custom. 

* Fashion Thou our hearts anew, and redirect our will in 
accordance with Thy purposes. 
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Else we, Thy people Israel whom Thou didst call to pro- 

claim Thy law of righteousness would forfeit both the 

right and the reason for being, 

* And would become an aimless and forlorn clan, the 
shattered ruin of a once glorious sanctuary of Thy 
Spirit. 


Enable us, then, to achieve such vision of the better world 

to come as would impel us to give ourselves over to its 

upbuilding, 

* And that sense of common destiny with all mankind 
which would open our eyes to the folly of selfishness and 
pride, and to the futility of hatred and strife. 


May a new spirit of compassion move us to banish from 

our hearts the evil purposes and cruel designs we harbor 

against one another. 

* May a new spirit of lovingkindness unite us all in the 
endeavor to establish on earth Thy kingdom of Justice, 
freedom and peace. Amen. 
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The Spirit Returneth to God TAho Gave It 


A prayer introducing the Memorial Services 


We thank Thee, O God, that the healing influences of time 

mitigate the pangs of bereavement; 

* Else would grief forever torment us and wear out our 
strength. 


But if we were to let remembrance of kindred and friends 

vanish like smoke, they would die in us a second death. 

* With like oblivion to await us, our life too would be a 
living death. 


If naught remained of all they were and hoped for, then 

we too would be like unto vanity and our days like a fleet- 

ing shadow; 

* If their life were no better than a vain phantom, how 
could ours be other than an empty and meaningless ado? 


The final word would then be that of Job who said: 

“Thou destroyest all the hopes of man when thou alterest 

his face in death ”’; 

* Or of him who queried: “ What does man gain from all 
the labors at which he toils under the sun? ” 


But Thou art the God of life who didst save us from these 
dread conclusions, when Thou didst put eternity into our 
hearts, 

* And taught us to believe that it is only the dust that 


returneth unto the dust, but that the spirit returneth 
unto Thee. 
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Thou wouldst not abandon to destruction the soul where- 

with we know Thee. 

* To them who are close to Thee Thou dost reveal the path 
to life everlasting. 


Our bodily senses fail us, yea mislead us, when we seek to 

grasp the abiding realities of life and its deeper meanings; 

* Teach us, O God, to trust the promptings of our heart 
which strive to wrest from death its prey. 


Make keen that inner-sense, which reveals us to ourselves, 
* To glimpse that in ourselves, which is beyond death’s 
reach. 


Grant us the intuition to discern in the complexities of our 

being that innermost self, of which the body is only the 

instrument and outward symbol; 

* And the insight to realize that, as the melody survives 
the lute and the meaning the written symbol, so the soul 
survives the body. 


Thou, O God, who art the life of our souls, art also the 
life of the souls of those whose memory we cherish; 
* In Thee, they and we are one. 


Without Thee, they and we would be naught; with Thee, 

they and we share Thine eternal nature and resistless 

course. 

* May all who were, and are, and will be, see light in Thy 
light. 


In praying Thee to remember the dead, we plead that our 

remembrance of them be not merely a passing flutter of 

regret, but a spur to nobler living; 

* May the thought of them help us live for that which 
sanctifies Thy name, O Lord. 
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In praying Thee to remember the dead, we implore Thee 

to save their lives from futility by rousing us to bring to 

fruition the promise that inhered in them; 

* Help us, O God, to revive by our deeds the hopes of 
which they despaired. 


Generations come and generations go the way streams 

pass o’er their beds, leaving behind the rich soil of the 

mountains; 

* Help us, O God, to recognize in the confused and turbid 
strivings of the bygone ages the beneficent influences 
which took their rise in the heights of Thy spirit. 


Let Thy servants see Thee at Thy saving work, and let 

their children behold Thy glorious power, 

* Deliver Thou our soul from death and our feet from 
stumbling, so that we may walk before Thee in the sun- 
Shine of life. Amen. 
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Che Abodah 


A symbolical interpretation of the distinctive Yom Kippur rites 
performed by the High Priest in the Sanctuary, and described 
in the portion of the Torah read on Yom Kippur morning 
(Leviticus XVI). To be read during the Yom Kippur Musaf 
service. 


Our fathers on this Day of Atonement reconsecrated their 

sanctuary to the worship of God; 

* By fasting and solemn rites they purified the altar of 
the uncleanness it acquired through their sins. 


Though no temple crowns Zion’s hill, we still recall the 

glory which dwelt thereon; 

* ‘Though those rites ceased long ago, we still rehearse 
the tale of their performance. 


These things we do, to link our people’s early life and 

thought to our life and thought today, 

* And thus retain that oneness with Israel of yore which 
gives us hold on Israel’s future blessing. 


But to share such blessing we must needs help build God’s 

earthly kingdom, 

* And in that kingdom’s service employ the ancestral 
deeds and faith we choose to remember. 


So to employ them we must delve beneath their surface 
form and outward seeming, 
* And discover the precious gold of their eternal meaning. 
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The Temple where Israel communed with God’s Shekinah 

is but the symbol of the sanctuaries which arise out of our 

corporate life; 

* The home, the school, the state, the nation, each is a 
temple where we may learn to know our God and com- 
mune with him. 


But the evil which inheres in our inner life, and accrues 

to our dealings with one another, defiles these sanctuaries 

of the human spirit. 

* Let us therefore cleanse them of their pollution, and 
consecrate them anew to the service of God. | 


We taint the atmosphere of the home by words that wound 

and acts that grieve, 

* Our selfishness blinds us to what we owe to those who 
are the dearest comfort of our life. 


In accord with today’s Avodah, let us dismiss from our 

hearts all rankling slights and wrongs, 

* And hallow the altar of the home once again by the 
power of healing and forgiving love. 


We desecrate the halls of learning by stimulating the vain- 

glory of the intellect, 

* And by permitting knowledge to be imparted without 
the passion for its righteous use. 


In accord with today’s Avodah, let the teachers of our 

youth instruct them to expel from their hearts the unclean 

spirit of sordid striving, 

* And sanctify wisdom by having it spell character and 
conscience, justice and lovingkindness. 


24 


Supplementary Prayers and Readings 


We corrupt the instruments of state, its powers and its 

laws by placing in authority those whose hearts are set 

upon their gains, 

* And who, by betraying their trust, give free rein to the 
tyrranous instincts of the strong and the cunning. 


In accord with today’s Avodah, let us purge our common- 

wealths of their inherited wrong, 

* And consecrate them to furthering the life, the welfare 
and the virtue of their citizens. 


We violate the sacredness of nationhood by allowing it 

to be exploited in behalf of greed and oppression, of arro- 

gant dominion and empire, 

* And by exalting, as its prime purpose and ideal, the wag- 
ing of war and the spreading of devastation. 


In accord with today’s Avodah, let us dismiss these cruel 

ways of the national being into the wasteland of forgotten 

barbarities, 

* And, by striving to embody it in the Commonwealth of 
Man, dedicate it to the cause of human good. 


Let not the illusion of success render us callous to the sins 

we commit deliberately and unwittingly, passively and 

actively, in sharing an order of life based on force and 

guile; 

* Nor let the material comforts we enjoy still the voice of 
conscience, or lull us into self-righteous ease. 
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In humility and contrition, let us pray to God to hasten 

for all mankind the great fast day of His choosing, the 

day for loosening the fetters of wickedness, breaking of 

the yoke and letting the oppressed go free, the day when 

none shall go hungry or be without shelter. 

* On that day shall a new light dawn for us, with healing 
for all our wounds. Amen. 
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Wraper Before the Neilah Service 


Now that the day is declining and the shadows are 
lengthening, we entreat Thee, O God, that the sacred sea- 
son which is about to come to a close, shall not leave us 
merely with the feeling that we have done our duty, or 
with a sense of satisfaction in the high sentiments to 
which our hearts have responded. Unless we fervently 
resolve to keep alive the significance of these Holy days 
during the rest of the year, we have been insincere and 
dishonest with ourselves. 

Prevent our prayers, meditations and religious instruc- 
tion from ending in pious and idle wishing, to be com- 
pletely forgotten in the turmoil of the work-a-day life. 
Guard us from profaning Thy name by allowing our fre- 
quent invocations of it during these services to remain 
without effect. Save us from discrediting all worship of 
Thee by resorting to it on these sacred days as an escape 
from the strain of living in accord with Thy will. 

Let not our observance of these Holy days constitute the 
sole evidence of our fealty and attachment to our people 
and our faith. May it pave the way for a renewed and 
spiritually invigorated life, a life imbued with a burning 
zeal for righteousness, a deepened appreciation of the 
beauty of holiness, and a passionate yearning for Thy pres- 
ence. It is thus that we shall be assured of Thy forgive- 
ness, and know that Thou hast inscribed and sealed us 
in Thy book of life. Amen. 
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PART TWO 


Che Hovereiqnty of God 


Arise, O God, judge the earth; 
For Thou shalt possess all the nations.’ 


Thy kingdom is a kingdom for all ages, 
And Thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.’ 


The Lord of hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our high tower. 


He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 
He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; 
He burneth the chariots in the frre. 


‘Give in, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.’ ® 


Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
Yea, lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
That the King of glory may come in. 


‘Who then is the King of glory?’ 
‘The Lord of hosts; 
He is the King of glory.’ * 


O clap your hands, all ye peoples; 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph.°® 


O sing unto the Lord a new song; 
Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 


Sing unto the Lord, bless His name; 
Proclaim His salvation from day to day. 
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Declare His glory among the nations, 
His marvelous works among all the peoples. 


For great is the Lord, and highly to be praised; 
He is to be feared above all gods. 


For all the gods of the peoples are things of naught; 
But the Lord made the heavens. 


Honour and majesty are before Him; 
Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 


Ascribe unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the peoples, 
Ascribe unto the Lord glory and strength. . 


Ascribe unto the Lord the glory due unto His name; 
Bring an offering, and come into His courts. 


O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
Tremble before Him, all the earth. 


Say among the nations: ‘ The Lord reigneth,’ 

The world also is established that it cannot be moved; 
He will judge the peoples with equity. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 


Let the fields exult, and all that is therein; 
Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy; 


Before the Lord, for He is come; 
For He is come to judge the earth; 


He will judge the world with righteousness, 
And the peoples in His faithfulness.° 


1, Ps. lxxxii. 8 3. Ps. xlvi. 8, 10, 11 5. Ps, 
2. Ps. exlv. 13 4. Ps. xxiv. 9, 10 6. Ps. arid. : 
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Che Nations Summoned to Acknowledge God 


I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, among the peoples; 
I will sing praises unto Thee among the nations. 


For Thy mercy is great unto the heavens, 
And Thy truth unto the skies.’ 


That Thy way may be known upon earth, 
Thy salvation among all nations.’ 


All the ends of the earth shall remember ana turn unto the 
Lord; 

And all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
Thee. 


They shall come and shall declare Thy righteousness 
Unto a people that shall be born, that Thou hast done it.° 


All nations whom Thou hast made shall come and prostrate 
themselves before Thee, O Lord; 
And they shall glorify Thy name.* 


The Lord hath made known His salvation; 
His righteousness hath He revealed in the sight of the 
nations.° 


Who ruleth by His might for ever; 
His eyes keep watch upon the nations; 
Let not the rebellious exalt themselves.° 


Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 
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For He spoke, and it was; 
He commanded, and it stood. 


The Lord bringeth the counsel of the nations to naught; 
He maketh the thoughts of the peoples to be of no effect. 


The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, 
The thoughts of His heart to all generations.’ 


Why are the nations in an uproar? 
And why do the peoples mutter in vain? 


The kings of the earth stand up, 
And the rulers take counsel together, 
Against the Lord, and against His anointed. 


‘Let us break their bands asunder, 
And cast away their cords from us.’ ® 


Now, therefore, O ye kings, be wise; 
Be admonished, ye judges of the earth. 


Serve the Lord with reverence, 
And rejoice with awe.° 


Bless our God, ye peoples, 
And make the voice of His praise to be heard.*® 


The Lord is enthroned for ever; 
He hath established His throne for judgment. 


And He will judge the world in righteousness, 
He will minister judgment to the peoples with equity." 


1. Ps. lvii. 10, 11 5, Ps. xcviii. 2 9. Ps. ii. 10, 1 
. a = k - . = lxv bs an 10, Ps, evi. : 
Ss, XX . Ps, xxx 1l, ie. me 
4, Ps, ixxxvi, 9 8. Ps. ii. 1-3 neal ty 
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God's Justice and Mercy 


I will sing of mercy and justice; 
Unto Thee, O Lord, will I sing praises.' 


Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne; 
Mercy and truth go before Thee.’ 


Mercy and truth are met together; 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 


Truth springeth out of the earth; 
And righteousness hath looked down from heaven.* 


The Lord is good to all; 
And His tender mercies are over all His works.* 


Thou openest Thy hand, 
And satisfiest every living thing with favour.° 


The Lord upholdeth all that fall, 
And raiseth up all those that are bowed down.° 


He executeth justice for the oppressed; 
He giveth bread to the hungry. 
The Lord looseth the prisoners; 


The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind; 
The Lord raiseth up them that are bowed down; 
The Lord loveth the righteous.’ 


The Lord executeth righteousness, 
And acts of justice for all that are oppressed.° 
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To hear the groaning of the prisoner ; 
To loose those that are appointed to death.’ 


Thou healest the broken in heart, 
And bindest up their wounds.’°® 


Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the humble; 
Thou wilt direct their heart, Thou wilt cause Thine ear to 
attend ; 


To right the fatherless and the oppressed, 
That man who is of the earth may be terrible no more.** 


‘ For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, 
Now will I arise,’ saith the Lord; 
‘I will set him in safety at whom they mock.’ *” 


For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
Nor the expectation of the poor perish for ever.** 


The humble shall see it, and be glad; 
Ye that seek after God, let your heart revive.** 


My soul shall be joyful in the Lord; 
It shall rejoice in His salvation. 


All my limbs shall say: ‘ Lord, who is like unto Thee, 
Who deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, 
Yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?’ *° 


Thy lovingkindness, O Lord, is in the heaven; 
Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the skies. 


Thy righteousness is like the mighty mountains; 
Thy judgments are like the great deep; 
Man and beast Thou preservest, O Lord. 
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How precious is Thy lovingkindness, O God! 
And the children of men take refuge in the shadow of Thy 
wings. 


For with Thee is the fountain of life; 
In Thy light do we see light.'® 


1. Ps. ci. 1 %. Ps. cxlvi. 7, 8 13, Ps. ix. 19 

2. Ps. lxxxix. 15 8. Ps. ciii. 6 14, Ps, lxix,. 33 

3. Ps. lxxxv. 11, 12 9, Ps. cii, 21 15. Ps, xxxv. 9, 10 
4, Ps. cxlv. 9 10, Ps. cxlvii. 3 16, Ps. xxxvi. 6-8, 10 
5. Ps. cxlv. 16 ll. Ps. x. 17,18 

6. Ps. cxlv. 14 12. Ps. xii. 6 
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God Eternal 


Thy throne is established of old; 
Thou art from everlasting.’ 


Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.’ 


For a thousand years in Thy sight 
Are but as yesterday when it is past, 
And as a watch in the night.® 


Of old Thou didst lay the foundation of the earth; 
And the heavens are the work of Thy hands. 


They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure; 

Yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; 

As a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they shall pass 
away ; 


But Thou art the selfsame, | 
And Thy years shall have no end.‘ 


As for man, his days are as grass; 
As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 


For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 
And the place thereof knoweth it no more.® 


The days of our years are threescore years and ten, 
Or even by reason of strength fourscore years; 

Yet is their pride but travail and vanity; 

For it is speedily gone, and we fly away.* 
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Surely man walketh as a mere semblance; 

Surely for vanity they are in turmoil; 

He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather 
them.’ 


Of them that trust in their wealth, 
And boast themselves in the multitude of their riches, 


Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue 
for ever, 

And their dwelling-places to all generations; 

They call their lands after their own names. 


What man is he that liveth and shall not see death, 
That shall deliver his soul from the power of the grave.* 


But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlast- 
ing upon them that worship Him, 
And His righteousness unto children’s children.’ 


1. Ps, xciii. 2 4. Ps. cii, 26-28 7. Ps. xxxix. 7 
2. Ps. xc. 2 5. Ps. ciii. 15, 16 8. Ps, lxxxix. 49 
3. Ps. xc. 4 6. Ps. xc. 10 9. Ps. ciii. 17 
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God Our Refuge 


O consider and see that the Lord is good; 
Happy is the man that taketh refuge in Him.’ 


Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
All ye that wait for the Lord.’ 


Only for God wait thou in stillness, my soul, 
For from Him cometh my hope. 


Trust in Him at all times, ye people; 
Pour out your heart before Him; 
God is a refuge for us.® 


God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble. 


Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do change, 
And though the mountains be moved into the heart of the 
seas. 


Though the waters thereof roar and foam, 
Though the mountains shake at the swelling thereof.‘ 


Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoiceth, 
My flesh also dwelleth in safety.° 


In peace will I both lay me down and sleep; 
For Thou, Lord, makest me to dwell alone in safety.° 


I sought the Lord, and He answered me, 
And delivered me from all my fears.’ 
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My soul cleaveth unto Thee; 
Thy right hand holdeth me fast." 


For Thou dost light my lamp; 
The Lord my God doth lighten my darkness.” 


It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
Than to trust in man. 


It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
Than to trust in princes.’ 


Put not your trust in princes, 
Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 


His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his dust; 
In that very day his thoughts perish. 


Happy is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
Whose hope is in the Lord his God. 


Who made heaven and earth, 
The sea, and all that in them is; 
Who keepeth truth for ever; ™ 


Thou hast been my help, 
And in the shadow of Thy wings do I rejoice.** 


O Lord of hosts, 
Happy is the man that trusteth in Thee. 


1. Ps. xxxiv. 9 6. Ps. iv. 9 11, Ps, exlvi. 3-6 
2. Ps. xxxi. 25 7. Ps. xxxiv. 5 12. Ps, lxiii. 8 

3, Ps. lxii. 6, 9 8. Ps. lxiii. 9 13. Ps. lxxxiv. 13 
4. Ps. xlvi. 2-4 9. Ps. xviii. 29 

5, Ps. xvi 10. Ps. exviii. 8, 9 
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God Evervwhere 


O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known me. 


Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 
Thou understandest my thought afar off. 


Thou measurest my going about and my lying down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 


For there is not a word in my tongue, 
But lo, O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. 


Thou hast hemmed me in behind and before, 
And laid Thy hand upon me. 


Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
Too high, I cannot attain unto it. 


Whither shall I go from Thy spirit? 
Or whither shall I flee from Thy presence? 


If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there; 
If I make my bed in the nether-world, behold, Thou art 
there. 


If I take the wings of the morning, 
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 


Even there would Thy hand lead me, 
And Thy right hand would hold me. 


And if I say: ‘Surely the darkness shall envelop me, 
And the light about me shall be night’; 
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Even the darkness is not too dark for Thee, 
But the night shineth as the day; 
The darkness is even as the light. 


For Thou hast made my reins; 
Thou hast knit me together in my mother’s womb. 


I will give thanks unto Thee, for I am fearfully and won- 
derfully made; 


Wonderful are Thy works; 
And that my soul knoweth right well. 


My frame was not hidden from Thee, 
When I was made in secret, 
And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 


Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance, 
And in Thy book they were all written— 
Even the days that were fashioned, 

When as yet there was none of them. 


How precious also are Thy thoughts unte me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them! 


If I would count them, they are more in number than the 
sand; 

Were I to come to the end of them, I would still be with 
Thee.’ 


1. Ps. cxxxix. 1-18 
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The Law of God 


Happy is the man that hath not walked in the counsel of 
the wicked, 

Nor stood in the way of sinners, 

Nor sat in the seat of the scornful. 


But his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
And in His law doth he meditate day and night. 


And he shall be like a tree planted by streams of water, 
That bringeth forth its fruit in its season, 

And whose leaf doth not wither; 

And in whatsoever he doeth he shall prosper.’ 


Happy are they that keep justice, 
That do righteousness at all times.’ 


Happy are they that are upright in the way, 
Who walk in the law of the Lord. 


Happy are they that keep His testimonies, 
That seek Him with the whole heart; * 


The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; 
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 


The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes. 


The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever; 
The ordinances of the Lord are true, they are righteous 
altogether. 
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More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.* 


The words of the Lord are pure words, 


As silver tried in a crucible on the earth, refined seven 
times.® 


He declareth His word unto Jacob, 
His statutes and His ordinances unto Israel.® 


Oh that my ways were directed 
To observe Thy statutes.’ 


Guide me in Thy truth, and teach me; 
For Thou art the God of my salvation; 
For Thee do I wait all the day.*® 


Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity, 
And quicken me in Thy ways.’ 


Order my footsteps by Thy word; 
And let not any iniquity have dominion over me.*° 


Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
And a light unto my path." 


Teach me, O Lord, Thy way, that I may walk in Thy truth; 
Make one my heart to worship Thy name."* 


Thy testimonies are righteous for ever; 
Give me understanding, and I shall live.’ 


. Ps. exlvii. 19 11. Ps. ecxix, 105 


: 6 
2. Pe it 7. Ps. cxix. 5 12, Ps. lxxxvi. ll 
8. Ps. cxix. 1,2 8, Ps, xxv. 5 13. Ps. cxix. 144 
4. Ps. xix. 8-11 9, Ps. cxix. 37 
5. Pa. 2it..7 10, Ps. exix. 133 
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The Call to Righteousness 


Open thy mouth for the helpless, 
In the cause of all such as are appointed to destruction. 


Open thy mouth, judge righteously, 
And plead the cause of the poor and needy.’ 


Deliver them that are drawn unto death; 
And those that are ready to be slain wilt thou forbear to 
rescue? 


If thou sayest: ‘ Behold, we knew not this,’ 
Doth not He that weigheth the hearts consider it? 


And He that keepeth thy soul, doth not He know it? 
And shall not He render to every man according to his 
work? * 


Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, 
He also shall cry himself, but shall not be answered.* 


He that is gracious unto the poor lendeth unto the Lord, 
And his good deed will He repay unto him.‘ 


He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack; 
But he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.° 


He that oppresseth the poor blasphemeth his Maker; 
But he that is gracious unto the needy honoureth him.‘ 


Whoso mocketh the poor blasphemeth his Maker; 
And he that is glad at calamity shall not be unpunished.’ 
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The merciful man doeth good to his own soul; 
But he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh; ® 


Rob not the weak, because he is weak, 
Neither crush the poor in the gate; 


For the Lord will plead their cause, 
And despoil of life those that despoil them.® 


Remove not the ancient landmark; 
And enter not into the fields of the fatherless; 


For their Redeemer is strong; 
He will plead their cause with thee.’® 


A man shall not be established by wickedness ; 
But the root of the righteous shall never be moved." 


When the righteous are increased, the people rejoice; 
But when the wicked beareth rule, the people sigh.’” 


When the righteous exult, there is great glory; 
But when the wicked rise, men must be sought for."® 


By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted; 
But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked."* 


Righteousness exalteth a nation; 
But sin is a reproach to any people.*® 


Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint; 
But he that keepeth the law, happy is he.*® 


1. Prov. xxxi, 8, 9 7. Prov. xvii. 5 13. Prov. xxviii. 12 
2. Prov. xxiv. 11, 12 8. Prov. xi. 17 14. Prov. xi. 11 

3. Prov. xxi. 13 9, Prov. xxii. 22, 23 15. Prov, xiv. 34 

4, Prov. xix. 17 10. Prov. xxiii. 10, 11 16. Prov. xxix. 18 
5. Prov. xxviii. 27 ll. Prov. xii. 3 

6. Prov. xiv. 3l 12, Prov. xxix. 2 
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Snteqrity 


Envy thou not the man of violence, 
And choose none of his ways. 


For the perverse is an abomination to the Lord; 
But His counsel is with the upright.’ 


Enter not into the path of the wicked, 
And walk not in the way of evil men. 


Avoid it, pass not by it; 
Turn from it, and pass on. 


For they sleep not, except they have done evil; 
And their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. 


But the path of the righteous is as the light of dawn, 
That shineth more and more unto the perfect day.’ 


Weary not thyself to be rich; 
Cease, from thine own wisdom.‘ 


Better is a little with righteousness, 
Than great revenues with injustice.* 


Better is little with the fear of the Lord, 
Than great treasure and turmoil therewith. 


Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, 
Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.5 


A faithful man shall abound with blessings; 
But he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be unpunished. 
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He that is of a greedy spirit stirreth up strife; 
But he that putteth his trust in the Lord shall be abundantly 
gratified.*® 


He that walketh uprightly walketh securely ; 
But he that perverteth his ways shall be found out.’ 


The integrity of the upright shall guide them; 
But the perverseness of the faithless shall destroy them. 


The righteousness of the sincere shall make straight his 
way ; 
But the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. 


They that are perverse in heart are an abomination to the 
Lord; 
But such as are upright in their way are His delight.*® 


He that walketh in his integrity as a just man, 
Happy are his children after them.° 


1. Prov. iii. 31, 32 4. Prov. xvi. 8 7. Prov. x 
2. Prov. iv. 14-16, 18 5. Prov. xv. 16, 17 8. Prov. xi. "3. 5, 20 
3. Prov. xxiii, 4 6. Prov. xxviii. 20, 25 9. Prov. xx. 7 
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Who Shall Sojourn in Thy Cabernacie? 


Lord, I love the habitation of Thy house, 
And the place where Thy glory dwelleth.* 


My soul yearneth, yea, even pineth for the courts of the 
Lord; 
My heart and my flesh sing for joy unto the living God.* 


As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
So panteth my soul after Thee, O God. 


My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 
‘When shall I come and appear before God? ’* 


In the abundance of Thy lovingkindness will I come into 
Thy house; 

I will bow down toward Thy holy temple in worshipping 
Thee.* 


O Thou that hearest prayer, 
Unto Thee doth all flesh come. 


Happy is the man whom Thou choosest, and bringest near, 
That he may dwell in Thy courts; 


May we be satisfied with the goodness of Thy house, 
The holy place of Thy temple.° 


Lord, who shall sojourn in Thy tabernacle? 
Who shall dwell upon Thy holy mountain? 


He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 
And speaketh truth in his heart; 
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That hath no slander upon his tongue, 
Nor doeth evil to his fellow, 
Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor; 


In whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
But he honoureth them that worship the Lord; 
He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not; 


He that putteth not out his money on usury, 
Nor taketh a bribe against the innocent. 
He that doeth these things shall never be moved.° 


Who shall ascend unto the mountain of the Lord? 
And who shall stand in His holy place? 


He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
Who hath not taken My name in vain, 
And hath not sworn deceitfully.’ 


He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within My house; 
He that speaketh falsehood shall not be established before 
Mine eyes.° 


Mine eyes are upon the faithful of the land, that they may 
dwell with Me; 

He that walketh in a way of integrity, he shall minister unto 
Me.° 


The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, 
To all that call upon Him in truth.*° 


So have I looked for Thee in the sanctuary, 
To see Thy power and Thy glory. 


For Thy lovingkindness is better than life; 
My lips shall praise Thee." 
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I spread forth my hands unto Thee; 
My soul thirsteth after Thee, as a weary land."” 


O send out Thy light and Thy truth; let them lead me; 
Let them bring me unto Thy holy mountain, and to Thy 
dwelling-places.*® 


1 Ps. xxvi., S 6, Ps, ZV. 1-5 } @ Ps. Lxiii., 3, 4 
2. Ps. lxxxiv. 3 7 Ps. xxiv. 8, 4 12. Ps. cxliii. 6 
3. Ps. xlii. 2,3 8. Ps. ci. 7 13. Ps. xliii. 3 
4. Ps. v. 8 9. Ps. ci. 6 

5. Ps. lxv. 3, 5 10, Ps. cxlv, 18 
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Che Fleeting and the Abiding in Human Life 


Much occupation hath God apportioned, 

And heavy is the yoke upon the sons of men— 

From the day that he cometh forth from his mother’s womb, 
Until the day when he returneth to the mother of all living. 


Preoccupation and anxiety of heart, 
And watchfulness for the future, till the day of his death; 


From him that sitteth in exaltation on a throne, 
Unto him that is clothed with dust and ashes; 


From him that weareth diadem and plate, 

Even unto him that weareth a garment of hair; 
Naught but anger and jealousy, anxiety and fear, 
Terror of death, strife, and contention; 


And what time he resteth upon his bed, 
The sleep of night doubleth his distraction. 


For a little, vainly—for a moment—he reposeth, 
And then is disturbed by dreams; 


Deceived by the vision of his soul, 
He is like a fugitive fleeing from before the pursuer. 


Pestilence and bloodshed, blight and drought, 
Devastation and destruction, famine and plague. 


All things that are from the earth return to the earth, 
And what is from on high returneth on high. 


All that is false and unjust is destroyed, 
But what is true abideth for ever. 
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Wealth unjustly gotten cometh to an end like a torrent, 
And like a water-course that is mighty in a thunder-storm. 


But kindness shall never be moved, 
And righteousness is established for aye.’ 


The life of a man numbers days but few, 
But the life of Israel days innumerable.’ 


Lay up for thyself a treasure of righteousness and love, 
And it shall profit thee more than all that thou hast.* 


1, ae . 1-4,5,6,9,11- 2, Sira xxxvii. 25 3, Sira xxix. 11 
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Wraper for Forgiveness 


Out of the depths have I called Thee, O Lord. 
If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who could stand? 


For with Thee there is forgiveness, 
That Thou mayest be worshipped.* 


Thou turnest man to contrition; 
And sayest: ‘ Return, ye children of men.’” 


Be gracious unto me, O God, according to Thy mercy; 
According to the multitude of Thy compassion blot out my 
transgressions. 


Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin. 


For I know my transgressions; 
And my sin is ever before me. 


Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 


Create me a clean heart, O God; 
And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 


Cast me not away from Thy presence; 
And take not Thy holy spirit from me. 


Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 
And let a willing spirit uphold me.* 
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And enter not into judgment with Thy servant; 
For in Thy sight shall no man living be justified.‘ 


Thou that fashionest the hearts of them all, 
That considerest all their doings.°® 


O God, Thou knowest my folly; 
And my trespasses are not hid from Thee.* 


For I do declare my iniquity; 
I am full of care because of my sin.’ 


I acknowledge my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid; 

I said: ‘I will make confession concerning my transgres- 
sions unto the Lord ’— 

And Thou, Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.°® 


If I had regarded iniquity in my heart, 
The Lord would not hear; 


But verily God hath heard; 
He hath attended to the voice of my prayer.° 


Like as a father hath compassion upon his children, 
So hath the Lord compassion upon them that worship Him. 


For He knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are dust.?° 


Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
And all that is within me, bless His holy name. 


Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
And forget not all His benefits; 


Who forgiveth all thine iniquity ; 
Who healeth all thy diseases; 
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Who redeemeth thy life from the pit; 
Who encompasseth thee with lovingkindness and tender 
mercies." 


Blessed be God, 
Who hath not turned away my prayer, nor His mercy from 


me.?* 
1. Ps. cxxx. 1, 3,4 5. Ps. xxxiii, 15 9, Ps, xvi. 18, 19 
2, Ps, xc. 3 6. Ps. lxix, 6 10. Ps, cili, 13, 14 
3. Ps. iL, ‘3-5, 9, 12-14 7. Ps. xxxviii. 19 11. Ps, ciii. 1-4 
4, Ps. exliii, 2 8, Ps. xxxii. 5 12. Ps. Ixvi. 20 
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God Marks Our Tavs 


Forgive thy neighbour the injury done to thee, 
And then, when thou prayest, thy sins will be forgiven. 


Man cherisheth anger against another; 
And doth he seek healing from God? 


On a man like himself he hath no mercy; 
And doth he make supplication for his own sins? . 


He, being flesh, nourisheth wrath; 
Who will make atonement for his sins? ! 


Remember the commandments, and be not wroth with thy 
neighbour ; 

And remember the covenant of the Most High, and over- 
look unwitting sin.’ 


As one that killeth the son before the father’s eyes 
Is he that offereth a sacrifice from the goods of the poor. 


A scanty bread is the life of the poor; 
He that depriveth him thereof is a man of blood. 


He slayeth his neighbour who taketh away his living, 
And a blood-shedder is he that depriveth the hireling of his 
hire.* 


He that buildeth his house with other men’s money 
Is as one gathering stones for his sepulchral mound.‘ 


He that lendeth to his neighbour showeth kindness, 
And he that taketh him by the hand keepeth the command- 
ments.° 
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Say not: ‘If I sin, no eye beholdeth it, 
Or if I deal untruly in all secrecy, who will know it?’ 


My righteous dealing, who declareth it? 
And what hope is there?—for the decree is distant. 


They that lack understanding think these things, 
And the man of folly thinketh this.°® 


For sin is the rallying-place of insolence, 
And its source overfloweth with depravity.’ 


One building and another pulling down— 
What have they gained but empty toil? 


He who washeth after contact with a dead body and touch- 
eth it again, 
What hath he gained by his bathing? 


So a man fasting for his sins 

And again doing the same— 

Who will listen to his prayer? 

And what hath he gained by his self-affliction? ° 


Say not: ‘From God is my transgression,’ 
For that which He hateth made He not. 


Say not: ‘It is He that made me to stumble,’ 
For there is no need of evil men. 


Evil and abomination doth the Lord hate, 
And He doth not let it come nigh to them that worship Him. 


God created man from the beginning, 
And placed him in the hand of his Yezer. 


Life and death are before man, 
That which he desireth shall be given to him.” 
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O that one would set scourges over my mind, 
And a rod of correction over my heart, 

That they spare not their errors, 

And overlook not their sins! 


That mine ignorances be not multiplied, 
And that my sins abound not.’°® 


The righteousness of men is to Him as a signet, 
And the mercy of man He preserveth as the apple of an 


eve? 
1, Sira xxviii, 2-5 5. Sira xxix, 1 9, Sira xv. 11-14, 17 
2. Sira xxviii. 7 6, Sira xvi. 21-23 10. Sira xxiii. 2,3 
3, Sira xxxiv. 20-22 1 Sivas. toa. ll. Sira xvii. 22 
4, Sira xxi. 8 8. Sira xxxiv, 23, 25, 26 
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In Praise of the High-Priest Simeon 
the Son of Pohanan 


Great among his brethren and the glory of his people 
Was Simeon, the son of Johanan the priest. 


In whose time the House was renovated, 
And in whose days the Temple was fortified; 


In whose days the wall was built, 
Having turrets for protection like a king’s palace; 


In whose time a reservoir was dug, 
A water-cistern like the sea in its abundance. 


He took thought for his people to preserve them from 
robbers, 
And fortified his city against the enemy. 


How glorious was he when he looked forth from the Tent, 
And when he came out from the sanctuary! 


Like a morning-star from between the clouds, 
And like the full moon on the feast-days; 


Like the sun shining upon the Temple of the Most High, 
And like the rainbow becoming visible in the cloud; 


Like a flower on the branches in the days of the first-fruits, 
And as a lily by the water-brooks, 
As the sprout of Lebanon on summer days, 


And as the fire of incense in the censer; 
Like a golden vessel beautifully wrought, 
Adorned with all manner of precious stones; 
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Like a luxuriant olive-tree full of berries, 
And like an oleaster abounding in branches. 


When he put on his glorious robes, 
And clothed himself in perfect splendour, 


When he went up to the altar of majesty, 
And made glorious the court of the sanctuary ; 


When he took the portions from the hand of his brethren, 
While standing by the blocks of wood, 


Around him the garland of his sons, 
Like young cedar-trees in Lebanon; 
And like willows by the brook did they surround him, 


All the sons of Aaron in their glory, 
And the Lord’s fire-offering in their hands, 
In the presence of the whole congregation of Israel. 


Until he had finished the service of the altar, 
And arranging the rows of wood of the Most High, 


And stretched forth his hand to the cup, 
And poured out of the blood of the grape; 


Yea, poured it out at the foot of the altar, 
A sweet-smelling savour to the Most High, the All-King. 


Then the sons of Aaron sounded 
With the trumpets of beaten work; 


Yea, they sounded and caused a mighty blast to be heard 
For a remembrance before the Most High. 
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Then all flesh hasted together 

And fell upon their faces to the earth, 
To worship before the Most High, 
Before the Holy One of Israel. 


And the sound of the song was heard, 
And over the multitude they made sweet melody; 


And all the people of the land cried 

In prayer before the Merciful, 

Until he had finished the service of the altar, 
And His ordinances had brought him nigh unto Him. 


Then he descended, and lifted up his hands 

Upon the whole congregation of Israel, 

And the blessing of the Lord was upon his lips, 
And he glorified himself with the name of the Lord. 


And again they fell down, now to receive 
The pardon of God from him.’ 


1. Sira xlix, 1-21 
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Jsrael’s Praver for Deliverance 


Lord, how many are mine adversaries become! 
Many are they that rise up against me. 


Many there are that say of my soul: 
‘There is no salvation for him in God.’ 


But Thou, O Lord, art a shield about me; 
My glory, and the lifter up of my head. 


I am not afraid of ten thousands of people, 
That have set themselves against me round about.’ 


Who devise evil things in their heart; 
Every day do they stir up wars. 


They have sharpened their tongue like a serpent; 
Vipers’ venom is under their lips. 


Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the wicked; 
Preserve me from the violent man; 
Who have purposed to make my steps slip. 


The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; 
They have spread a net by the wayside; 
They have set nets for me.” 


For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of deceit have 
they opened against me; 
They have spoken unto me with a lying tongue. 


They compassed me about also with words of hatred, 
And fought against me without a cause.’ 


4 


Supplementary Prayers and Readings 


For mine enemies speak concerning me, 
And they that watch for my soul take counsel together, 


Saying: ‘God hath forsaken him; 
Pursue and take him; for there is none to deliver.’ * 


‘If it had not been the Lord who was for us,’ 
Let Israel now say: 


‘If it had not been the Lord who was for us, 
When men rose up against us, 


Then they had swallowed us up alive, 
When their wrath was kindled against us; 


Then the waters had overwhelmed us, 
The stream had gone over our soul; 


Then the proud waters 
Had gone over our soul.’ 


Blessed be the Lord, 
Who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. 


Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the 
fowlers; 
The snare is broken, and we are escaped. 


Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth.’ 


Be gracious unto us, O Lord, be gracious unto u-; 
For we are full sated with contempt. 


Our soul is full sated 
With the scorning of those that are at ease, 
And with the contempt of the proud oppressors.® 
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Work in my behalf a sign for good; 
That they that hate me may see it, and be put to shame, 
Because Thou, Lord, hast helped me, and comforted me.’ 


O Lord, lead me in Thy righteousness because of them 
that lie in wait for me; 
Make Thy way straight before my face.® 


Let them curse, but bless Thou; 
When they arise, they shall be put to shame, but Thy ser- 
vant shall rejoice. 


hs Pe. 133, 8, 2. 4:7 4. Ps, lxxi. 10, 11 7. Ps. lxxxvi. 17 
2. Ps. cxl. 3-6 5. Ps. cxxiv. 8, Ps. v. 9 
S. Pa. cix. 2,8 6. Ps, oxxiil, 3,4 9, Ps, peg 28 
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Praver for the Restoration of Zion 


Wilt Thou not quicken us again, 
That Thy people may rejoice in Thee? * 


Thou wilt arise, and have compassion upon Zion; 
For it is time to be gracious unto her, for the appointed 
time is come.’ 


The Lord doth build up Jerusalem, 
He gathereth together the dispersed of Israel.° 


Do good in Thy favour unto Zion; 
Build Thou the walls of Jerusalem.* 


Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! 
When God turneth the captivity of His people, 
Let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.° 


When the Lord hath built up Zion, 
When He hath appeared in His glory; ° 


When the Lord brought back those that returned to Zion, 
We were like unto them that dream. 


Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
And our tongue with singing; 


Then said they among the nations: 
‘The Lord hath done great things with these.’ 


The Lord hath done great things with us; 
Weare rejoiced. 
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Turn our captivity, O Lord, 
As the streams in the dry land. 


They that sow in tears 
Shall reap in joy. 


Though he goeth on his way weeping that beareth the 
measure of seed, 
He shall come home with joy, bearing his sheaves.’ 


For God will save Zion, and build the cities of Judah; 
And they shall abide there, and have it in possession. 


The seed also of His servants shall inherit it; 
And they that love His name shall dwell therein.* 


They go from strength to strength, 
Every one of them appeareth before God in Zion.’ 


This shall be written for the generation to come; 
And a people which shall be created shall praise the 
Lord.*°® | 


The Lord will give strength unto His people; 
The Lord will bless His people with peace." 


The Lord will reign for ever, 
Thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. 


Hallelujah." 

Ao. Bie LEERY: F 5. Ps. lili. 7 9, Ps. lxxxiv. 8 
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